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AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 9799 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS PINT ET 

SUBJECT: ARRESTS, RESIGNATIONS AND THE CHURCH TAKES A STAND 

1. RADIO AND PRESS, AUGUST 17 AND 18, CARRIED ANNOUNCEMENT FROM 
AFCC THAT COMMANDING GENERAL IBG, MG TAFESSE LEMMA HAS BEEN 
ARRESTED. 

2. EMBASSY HEARD FROM WELL PLACED MINISTERIAL SOURCE AUGUST 18 
THAT MINISTERS OF COURT, EDUCATION AND MINES, WHOSE RESIGNATIONS 
DEMANDED BY AFCC, HAD RESIGNED; MINNCD, WHO WAS ALSO ASKED TO 
QUIT, EXPECTED DO SO SHORTLY, ACCORDING SOURCE. 

3. ALSO ON AUGUST 17 ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH (EOC) ISSUED A 
MEMORANDUM ATTACKING THE DISESTABLISHMENT AND OTHER PROVISIONS 
OF THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION NOW BEFORE THE CABINET FOR CONSIDERATION. 
THE PRESS ON AUGUST 18 CARRIED EXCERPTS OF THIS DOCUMENT WHICH 
SUGGEST THAT THE EOC'S HIERARCHY IS MAKING A MAJOR MOVE TO PROTECT 
THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH'S CURRENT POSITION. DETAILS TO FOLLOW BY 
SEPTEL. 
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4. COMMENT: DEVELOPMENTS DESCRIBED ABOVE ONCE MORE RAISED TO 
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ACUTE PITCH OVER WEEKEND QUESTION PRIMIN MICHAEL S CONTINUING 
WILLINGNESS TO SERVE. LOCAL PRESS CORPS TRYING TO CONFIRM PLETHORA 
OF REPORTS HE HAD ALREADY RESIGNED AND MILITARY TRYING TO INDUCE 
HIM TO REMAIN IN OFFICE. QUESTION EXPECTED COME CLEARER IN UPCOM- 
ING DELICATE FORTY-EIGHT HOURS, BUT EMBASSY HAS EVERY REASON TO 
DOUBT RESIGNATION REPORT AND CURRENTLY CONSIDERS CHANCES AT LEAST 
EVEN THAT PRIMIN WILL CHOOSE CONTINUE IN OFFICE. 

WYMAN 
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